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This is our This is our

story... story...

1892 - 1904

During her short life, Ida May gave pleasure to thousands of people with her
magnificent soprano voice. According to John Gnittiths, Headmaster of Knowl
Bank School where Ida was a pupil, her voice was like that of a mature adult and
not that of a child. Loved by all who met her, she was in constant demand as a
soloist all over this area of Yorkshire & Lancashire. At 5pm on September 22"
1904, Ida May died from a brain haemorrage ; she was only 12 years old.

After a moving funeral at Providence Chapel, crowds of people lined the streets
as the mournful cortege made 1ts way to the hillside churchyard at Wellhouse.

Hers 1s a very short story.



Ida May was born 1n this house

th

== = m Taylor Row, on May 26
1892. She was the seventh child
of James & Alice Haigh.

Sadly, only three of them
survived childhood.
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Ida’s Home at Taylor Row.
Drawn from Photo. by F. Sandford.

This 1s Mr W H Bowker, one of the
Sunday School superintendents at
Providence, who read the appreciations
of Ida at her memornal service om

Sunday October 2", 1904.
Of Ida, he said:

“The school has lost its brightest scholar,
the chorir 1ts sweetest singer, the village 1ts
future star...knowing Ida, we were
obliged to love her, the sweetness of her
character, the gentleness of her nature,
and the beautiful spirit she displayed in
all of her dealings with all people who
came mnto contact with her, drew us
irresistibly towards her, and now that she
1s not there, 1s an aching void 1n all our

lives’.

T Bowker, Brook Lanc
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Providence Methodist New Connexion Church and Sunday School, where Ida
May was a member of both the Sunday School and the chorr.

Mr. F. Sandford.

Mr F. Sandford, organist at Providence, and Ida’s piano & singing teacher.



Ida May Haigh, at age 11
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The announcement of Ida May’s death 1n the Slaithwaite Guardian.



The tull press account of Ida May’s funeral
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Lo~Nae LizA washes everything, 1},

. CarrarN LLoyD At WestwooD. —The friends

at the Westwood Mission Cha'oh had a welcome
visit from their old felund, Ouptain L'oyd (now

stutione! wb Leloestar) on ths occision of the
harve:t festival which wad held Inst Buuday,

Tne Captiin had endeared himesif 89 all-hesris
whilst ut Golear, aud it was vo surrriu to flad
large congregutions nssembled at all the three
serviees, chicfly in tha morning, wien 'he atteud.

ance ooustizated a record. The morning and
evening scrvices were conduct -d hy C;spmninilt:y-i,.’
| while in ths afternoon Capinin 'Tarples was ihe
| preacher.  ‘Ths charoh  was very tastefally

decorat-d, and pressuted a bean iful appearance,
[u the afieruoon the choir sang the anthem * God
said " (Maclarren), and in the even'ng * Greag
snd marvelioas” (Carner) In tae lastee e
duet was exceelingly well renderel by Miss Aoy
U, bykes acd Mre. J. W, Taylor. ~ Mr, Jue. Hoyig'
conducted as asual, and Mr. Elon Crowsher pres.
sided at the organ, * The eollections nlsn w.re the
largest on record, and amouated to £19 13s. 9d.

YouNG VooaLisT's FUNERAL, — ['he remaine of
the 1.to Miss Ida May Huigh, the popular yonog
vu:alist, whose paintully suddcn desth we re.
corded last wesk, were lnid ) rest in the grave.
yard attached so the Walibouse M thodiss New:
Coune xion Church, oa Saturday. af.ernson last
awidst many manifestations of regrete . Toe.
cott w0 left the houss at two .o‘uluui,, and.pro-.
ceeded to the Provilence M.taodiss Ciurch, whers.

a mOab iwpressive service wis held. . .As-ihe
mournars eutered the church the or anisy,
Mr. Fred Saoiford, playel “O rest in ihe

Lord " (M)ndeissohn), 'The ofisiating mioisters
were the Rev. J. Fleming, supsrintanient of the
High Street cirouity aud the ev, J. Hinbers; u!-;!
shepley.  The chapel was erowded with g

Do
and soircely p face was dry, we the ministss

reforred to the whort, but sweet life of the one who
hai gone belore. Whea the service way concludéd, :
the urgaoist pliyed the * Dead March” in Saal,
I'he moarntul prooession was theu ru-forme!, aud

proceeded to Wellhouse.  Fir:¢ there cans large

| the sSuunday School, with
'now she is gone,

Mot on any uccouut be parruaded to move uf

samb.rs of the memburs and frieuds from_ﬁ;o.:;
Piovidence Chapei.  Then in wucoession the
members of Miss Haigh’s Sanday School oluss,.
aticed in white dresses, and each carrying o
bean'iful bouquet of wbitis flow ars, together with
heir. teachers—Misses A, K. Tayloe and Hsoutum
FPaylor; the  toachars from she Kanwi Bani |
Provided School (at which th) dedeased wus, ug
to the previous Weinesday, a scholar); the Proe |
videnve choir (of which Miss Haigh had bven
member for some time); next came the hearse
containing the coffln, fullowing which were tha
membere of the tamily, relatives, und frionds,
The male members of the choir acted as beurers.
I'he stree's were thick'y lined with psople, and
blinls were drawn along the roure of the pro«’
ces-ion.  On urrival a¢ slellhonse another ghoet
servive was held, appropriate music being dis-
conrged on the orgau by Mr. Fred ('edhill. The
unflin containing the remains wis t'en bagne to
it last ree‘iuﬁ-pluo». Many flyeal cribut v'were.
placed upou the grave--nnother sad tuatimony to
the estvsm din which the popular l'tle gicl whae
‘hell,  Oune of these was sent by the Kaowl Ba' k
tenchers, and snother by the. Providenoe oholr,
The latter bore the following yuree in additvion o
an &ppropriate Inscription 1~ SR g
** [n the bright und golden legend;
Wi:h ik« poarlg gntes so faiy,
She is siuging wish the angols,
E'vwrmore sweutly thao down hspe,
Yes, there's room.” {5
Ouly three wueks bifore Misa Haigh
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sang the

bymr, of whioh e abuvs verssisa pairtion, fn

peifeat, eweetness, and

At the Sunday School on
Sanday morving sympaihutio reforenve was made
to the sad eveat by Mr. B. Goliinson (pre-iient), -
and the superintenleuts—ilsssra, W, H, Tagtor

and W. H. Bowker. It bas been ar-angsd to
hold w1 movial service on Suniday: sferanouy:
uext. Lust Suuday a pathetio fuoidpnt o carred, |
Miss Maigh's scac was vaonnt in the chafr pews,

and another little gitl—-Miss  Collinson—from
whom Miss Huigh had been insspursble, conld |

ia o
hr p'ave. e lith ¢ girl has tiken thy loss to
huaviag gecn ly a8 sayons, : s i
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The re-discovery of Ida May’s grave, at Wellhouse, by Malcolm Fairless




